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Rob Gronkowski was an all-star player 
and fan favorite through three Super 
Bowl titles for the Patriots. 


For star 
tight end, 
one final 
big spike 


Gronkowski retiring 
after 9 seasons of stellar 


highlights and hijinks 


By Ben Volin 
GLOBE STAFF 

PHOENIX — After nine seasons, three 
Super Bowl championships, months of 
speculation, and countless colorful antics, 
Patriots star tight end Rob Gronkowski an- 
nounced Sunday he is retiring. 

Gronkowski, 29, revealed the decision 
in an Instagram post after calling Patriots 
owner Robert Kraft. 

“I am so grateful for the opportunity 
that Mr. [Robert] Kraft and Coach [Bill] 
Belichick gave to me when drafting my silli- 
ness in 2010,” Gronkowski said in his post. 
“Thank you for everyone accepting who I 
am and the dedication I have put into my 
work to be the best player I could be. But 
now [it’s] time to move forward and move 
forward with a big smile knowing that the 
New England Patriots Organization, Pats 
Nation, and all my fans will be truly a big 
part of my heart for rest of my life.” 

A second-round pick out of Arizona who 
fell in the draft because of questions about 
his back, Gronkowski emerged right away 
as a dominant force, catching 10 touch- 
downs as a rookie in 2010 and setting re- 
cords for a tight end with 1,327 yards and 
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Unstoppable, 
unforgettable 


CHRISTOPHER L. GASPER 


There are certain sobriquets that reso- 
nate viscerally in Boston sports, conjuring 
wistful feelings of fandom. They’re more 
than nicknames. They’re shorthand for the 
lasting impression left by greatness. Yaz. 
Cooz. Espo. Hondo. 

Gronk. 

Like one of his trademark spikes, Patriots 
tight end Rob Gronkowski left his mark not 
only on the NFL as possibly the greatest 
tight end of all time, but on Boston sports as 
a football folk hero — a one-of-a-kind tight 
end who could play and party with the best 
of them. 

A one-name star and a five-letter force of 
nature, Gronkowski was a massive presence 
with a massive personality. He was larger 
than life and larger than the players as- 
signed to cover and tackle him. He was a 
bruising, brute-force phenom whose run- 
away 18-wheeler style of play took a toll on 
opponents and eventually his own body, his 
career concluding before the age of 30. 

Gronkowski was an NFL supernova, a 
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Mueller report fin 
no collusion on Russia 


NICHOLAS KAMM /AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


“It was a complete and total exoneration,” President Trump said of the special counsel’s 
report at Palm Beach International Airport in Florida. 


Key takeaways 

The main points from the 
report, as described by Attor- 
ney General William Barr. A7. 


Primarily speaking 
The report makes it far less 
likely that the president will 
face a GOP challenge. A6. 


Trump as a target 
Report keeps impeachment 
off the table, but Democrats 
vow to push on. A6. 


Leaves open question 
on obstructing justice 
by Trump, Barr says 


By Mark Mazzetti and Katie Benner 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — The investigation led 
by Robert Mueller found no evidence that 
President Trump or any of his aides coordi- 
nated with the Russian government’s 2016 
election interference, according to a sum- 
mary of the special counsel’s key findings 
made public Sunday by Attorney General 
William Barr. 

Mueller, who spent nearly two years in- 
vestigating Moscow’s determined effort to 
sabotage the last presidential election, 
found no conspiracy “despite multiple of- 
fers from Rus- 
sian-affiliated 
individuals to 
assist the 
Trump cam- 
paign,” Barr 
wrote in a letter 
to lawmakers. 4 > 

Mueller’s Al \ 
team drew no , x . : 
conclusions ‘The investigation 


about whether did not find that 


Trump illegally 
obstructed jus- the Trump 


tice, Barr said, campaign Ea 
so he made his conspired or 


own decision. . : 
The aorney coordinated with 


general and his Russia.’ 


deputy, Rod WILLIAM BARR, 


Rosenstein, de- mney eeneral 
termined that Oee 


the special 

counsel’s investigators had insufficient evi- 
dence to establish that the president com- 
mitted that offense. 

He cautioned, however, that Mueller’s 
report states that “while this report does 
not conclude that the president committed 
a crime, it also does not exonerate him” on 
the obstruction of justice issue. 

The president trumpeted the news al- 
most immediately, even as he mischaracter- 

MUELLER, Page A5 


Question of obstruction AG's statement won't 
now in Congress’ court bury partisan debate 


By Rosalind S. Helderman 
and Josh Dawsey 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller’s decision that he 
could not conclude whether President 
Trump’s attacks on the Russia investi- 
gation amounted to obstruction of 
justice illustrates the difficulty in 
proving such a charge — and left 
Democrats with a narrow and fraught 
path to press a case against Trump. 

In the end, Trump’s mercurial be- 
havior and relentless attacks on the 
FBI and special counsel probably ex- 
tended the length of the probe — but 
the fact that many of his eruptions 
were in public view also may have 


made it more difficult to show that he 
had ill intent, a key element in prov- 
ing obstruction, legal experts said. 

In his still-confidential report, 
Mueller stopped short of drawing a 
conclusion about whether the presi- 
dent obstructed justice, writing that 
“while this report does not conclude 
that the President committed a 
crime, it also does not exonerate 
him,” according to a summary by At- 
torney General William Barr, re- 
leased Sunday. 

Barr went further, saying he and 
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen- 
stein concluded that the evidence 
gathered by the special counsel “is 
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By Jess Bidgood 
and Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 
WASHINGTON — For 

two years, President Trump 
has tweeted it constantly and 
practically shouted it from 
the White House lawn: No 
collusion! 


On Sun- 
NEWS day, the 
ANALYSIS president's 
“no collu- 


sion” mantra got the ulti- 
mate credibility boost: It ap- 
peared, in slightly different 
words, in a summary of the 
long-awaited report by Spe- 
cial Counsel Robert Mueller. 


In a four-page letter to Con- 
gress, Attorney General Bill 
Barr quoted a line from the 
report that said Mueller’s 
team had not established 
that members of the Trump 
campaign “conspired or co- 
ordinated” with the Russian 
government in interfering 
with the 2016 election. 

To Republicans, it was a 
victory 675 days in the mak- 
ing, with Sarah Sanders, the 
president’s press secretary, 
calling the report a total “ex- 
oneration” of the president 
and Trump’s allies chiding 
Democrats for overstating 
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An ecumenical group gathered on the 
famed Lexington Battle Green to mourn 
and remember the 50 people slain in 
mosques in New Zealand. B1. 
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113 Ready to smooth over those teeth-rat- 
tling rides past potholes? A Billerica 
company is working on a high-tech sus- 
pension solution. C1. 


The Islamic State may no longer hold 
territory but the militant group still re- 
tains the capacity to spread terror in 
many areas of the world. A4. 


A vocal but secretive conservative 
group has quietly created a separate 
nonprofit that has become its single 
biggest source of cash. B1. 


Shine of the times 


Monday: Clearing, chilly night. 
High 46-51, low 27-32. 


Tuesday: Sunny, cool. 
High 39-44, low 26-31. 


Comics and Weather, C9. 
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